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Highlights

2025 was another successful year for the Inch Cape Construction Fund, with 20
awards totalling over £37k supporting 20 separate local community groups in the
Prestonpans, Cockenzie and Port Seton community council areas.

Prestonpans, Cockenzie and Port Seton are a series of small towns which lie east of
Edinburgh on the coast of the Firth of Forth, with a combined population of around
15,800. The area has strong historic links with the mining and salt panning industries
from which it derives its name. With 3 harbours and a coastal walkway, the towns
also share connections with the fishing industry.

The decline of large-scale industrial employment, alongside other factors, means that
the area experiences high levels of deprivation compared with the majority of the
East Lothian region. Within Prestonpans and Cockenzie & Port Seton, 13% of fund
area residents live within the 20% most deprived areas of Scotland, as measured
using the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) 2020.

Launched in February 2024, the Fund seeks to support projects that help tackle the
effects of poverty and inequality while improving the environment and supporting
sustainability for local residents.

The Fund is provided by Inch Cape Offshore Limited, a joint venture between Red
Rock Power and ESB Energy, which is developing the Inch Cape Offshore Wind Farm.
Inch Cape Offshore Wind Farm will be located off the Angus coast, while its onshore
substation is under construction at the site of Cockenzie’s old power station, where
electricity generated by the offshore turbines will be brought ashore.

An initial sum of £45k was provided for distribution in the first year to support the
local community during the initial Wind Farm construction phase. In the second year,
£49.5K was made available. To date the Fund has made 50 awards which have
supported a wide range of projects.

In 2025, awards have supported improvements to local spaces, such as the
establishment of a community garden and the installation of a living Christmas
tree, contributing to a shared sense of pride and identity.
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BOWLING CLUB
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Longniddry Bowling Club received funding to
purchase lawn maintenance equipment,
allowing the continued operation of the club.
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Projects supporting children and
young people such as football clubs,
holiday activity programmes and
employability schemes have helped to
equip participants with life skills,
promote physical health, and provide
meaningful recreational outlets.
Health and wellbeing initiatives have
worked to strengthen resilience and
social cohesion by offering essential
services to vulnerable groups.

A full breakdown of projects supported can be found in Annexe One.

The Fund has a high success rate for applicants, with more than 75% of applications
receiving support. The Fund has also allowed the organisations supported to leverage
an additional £231,845.14 in matched funding. In real terms, this means that for
every £1 awarded through the Fund, an additional £6.18 has been brought into the

community to develop these projects.
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Fund Overview

The Fund offers grants of between £500 - £2,000, which can cover a wide range of
costs, including equipment & resources, running costs, consultations and facilities
maintenance or refurbishment.

The Fund aims to support projects which:

e Improve physical and/or mental health and wellbeing

e Reduce isolation or loneliness within the community

e Increase access to education, learning and employment
e Improve the local environment

e Reduce food or fuel poverty

Although projects may benefit a variety of participants, activities helping people
overcome challenges or complex life circumstances are particularly welcome.

The Fund operates on a rolling basis, allowing groups to apply at any time and receive
decisions within 8-12 weeks. This flexible approach can be particularly beneficial for
groups operating short-term projects or responding to emerging community needs.

Awards decisions are made by selected Inch Cape Offshore Limited staff, supported
by Foundation Scotland.
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Making a Difference

When measuring the difference funding awarded has made, Foundation Scotland
considers 7 themes, describing the positive impact projects make in their
communities. These are: access to education, learning and employment; climate and
the natural environment; economic security; equity and tackling inequalities; physical
and mental health and wellbeing; places and spaces that support a good quality of
life; and resilient, thriving and empowered communities.

Awards from the Inch Cape Construction Fund have supported projects addressing

five of these themes, with the major focus being on physical and mental health and
wellbeing (32%).

Projects Supported by Funding Theme
£1,974.50, 5%

385713 10% m Resilient, thriving and empowered
Peltfoes)p Skt communities
W Places and spaces that support a good
quality of life
m Physical and mental health and
£3,527.00, 10% wellbeing
m Equity and tackling inequalities
B Access to education, learning and
employment
Climate and the natural environment
£12,000.00, 32%
£12,149.00, 32%

On a wider scale, the United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), provide
a framework for considering how the Fund is contributing towards both global and
local priorities.
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Although these figures provide a good indication of the main impacts the Fund is
achieving, it should be noted that most projects do contribute towards more than
one SDG. The Fund has supported a range of SDGs, with the most significant
contributions being towards ‘good health and wellbeing’ (34%) and ‘sustainable cities
and communities’ (22%).

Sustainable Development Goals
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= Reduced Inequalities
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m Sustainable Cities & Communities

Good Health & Wellbeing
£2,000.00, 6%

m Climate Action

£8,000.00, 22%

The Fund has also supported a good range of beneficiaries. A significant portion of
funds awarded have benefitted residents of all ages (32%), although there has also
been a strong focus on supporting children and young people (38%).

Beneficiary Groups Supported
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m Children and young people
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£1,994.00, 5% m Older people

People living with a long-term
health or life-limiting condition

H People living with physical or
sensory disabilities

£14,227.13, 38%
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Impact Spotlight — Stronger Together for Autism & Neurodivergence SCIO

Stronger Together for Autism & Neurodivergence SCIO
S (STAND) was founded by a group of parents in East

0‘ I ‘. Lothian who experienced challenges in accessing

support for their neurodivergent children. Frustrated

a” by the lack of accessible, practical guidance and
understanding, a community was created where

STA N D families could feel supported, informed, and
empowered.

Amongst STAND’s activities are stay and play sessions, where parents and carers can
relax whilst their children play in a safe, inclusive and sensory-friendly environment.
It also offers rugby sessions, a cleaning service and WhatsApp support groups.

In 2025, funding from the Inch Cape Construction Fund supported venue hire and the
purchase of sensory toys, communication aids and refreshments for monthly stay and
play sessions in Port Seton Community Centre. The sessions are free for participants
to attend and since June 2025 (when STAND received the funding) 25-35 families per
month have attended the sessions equating to 80—100 individual children and
parents/carers. Each monthly offering comprises two distinct sessions: a quiet session
accommodating 15 young people (accompanied by parents and carers) designed for
those requiring a lower-stimulus environment, followed by a larger session
welcoming approximately 60 young people (again with their parents and carers). This
structured approach ensures the project can serve neurodivergent children with
varying sensory needs and preferences

Dani Cosgrove, STAND’s Chief Operating Officer, acknowledged: “Inch Cape
Construction’s support has made it possible for local families to access a welcoming,
neurodivergent-friendly space at Port Seton. Many of the parents attending have said
this is one of the only places their children feel calm, included and understood. Your
funding has genuinely changed what support looks like for these families.”

Some feedback from attendees of the group:
“This group has been a lifesaver for us. It’s the only place my child can relax and just
be themselves without people staring or judging.”

“I've never felt so supported. Meeting other parents who ‘get it’ has made such a
difference to my confidence and my child absolutely loves coming here.”

“Finding neurodivergent-friendly spaces locally is so hard. This group gives us
somewhere safe to go where my child is understood.”
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Impact Spotlight — Scottish Seabird Centre

The Scottish Seabird Centre (TSSC) is a
marine conservation and education
charity based in North Berwick, East
Lothian and established in 1997.
Through their visitor centre (open
daily) and outreach work, they aim to
inspire and educate people about
Scotland’s marine environment and
encourage its protection. TSSC applied
to the Inch Cape Construction Fund to
cover the costs of their coastal
outdoor learning programme for two
schools in the area (Prestonpans and
Cockenzie primary schools).

120 pupils from the schools were invited for fully funded visits between August and
October 2025.

Neither school participating had visited the centre since 2017 and 2018 respectively,
yet both serve communities identified within the Scottish Index of Multiple
Deprivation (SIMD). Pupils in these areas are often disproportionately excluded from
high-quality, curriculum-linked outdoor experiences due to financial constraints,
limited access to transport, and pressures on school budgets. Hence, TSSC were keen
to re-establish relationships with these schools.

Each visit lasted four hours included a ‘rockpool ramble’, a hands-on, outdoor
learning session, where children explored tidal pools and learned about the creatures
found along Scotland’s coasts, as well as a guided visit of TSSC’s Discovery
Experience, an interactive exhibition space, where pupils explored marine
ecosystems, seabird behaviours, threats facing our seas, and the role of conservation.

The visits increased the children’s engagement with nature and provided a beneficial
learning outlet out with the usual classroom setting.
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Financial Overview

The following table summarises the Fund's financial activity from 1t January — 31°
December 2025.

Income

Inch Cape Offshore Wind Ltd (for distribution) £49,500.00
Inch Cape Offshore Wind Ltd (contribution to FS Fund management costs) £4,500.00
Total Income £54,000.00
Expenditure

Grants awarded — paid £32,248.13
Grants awarded — pending payment £ 5,759.50
Foundation Scotland fund management fees £4,500.00
Total Expenditure £42,507.63
Closing Balance £8,198.17

*The cash balance as at 315 December was £ 13,957.67, including £5,759.50 of
future commitments for grants pending.

Marketing & Communications

The Fund is promoted by both Foundation Scotland Inch Cape Offshore Wind
Farm through Fund specific pages, which can be found at:

e www.foundationscotland.org.uk/apply-for-funding/funding-
available/inch-cape-construction-fund
e www.inchcapewind.com/about/community/

The sites provide application information for interested groups and regular
updates on projects funded.

During the Fund launch phase, community groups and charities working in the
area were contacted by Foundation Scotland to make them aware of this new
funding opportunity. Partner organisations, such as Volunteer Centre East
Lothian, were also asked to share information with their service users.

Press coverage for 2025 awards can be found in Annexe Two.


https://www.foundationscotland.org.uk/apply-for-funding/funding-available/inch-cape-construction-fund
https://www.foundationscotland.org.uk/apply-for-funding/funding-available/inch-cape-construction-fund
http://www.inchcapewind.com/about/community/
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Conclusions

In its second year, the Inch Cape Construction Fund has continued to make a
positive difference to the communities of Prestonpans, Cockenzie & Port Seton,
supporting a wide variety of projects.

As time progresses and the Fund becomes more well-known, it is hoped it will
continue to reach more projects in the area. Inch Cape Offshore Limited and
Foundation Scotland will continue working closely to consider new
opportunities which can maximise local benefits.

Contact
Rachael Walker, Grants Officer
Foundation Scotland

Email: RachaelWalker@foundationscotland.org.uk
Tel: 0131 524 0305



mailto:RachaelWalker@foundationscotland.org.uk
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Annexe One — Awards Breakdown

Centre

Organisation Amount S ST
Supported Awarded

Team East Lothian £2,000.00 | To contribute towards a bespoke storage container for

AC frame-running equipment, enhancing accessibility and
safety, thereby increasing capacity and enabling more
participants to improve their health and wellbeing.

Cockenzie and Port £2,000.00 | To contribute to a year-long celebration of the

Seton Community Community Choir's 10th anniversary, thereby enhancing

Choir community cohesion and reducing social isolation.

Prestonpans £2,000.00 | To fund a community garden in Cuthill Park,

Community Council Prestonpans, supporting a serene space for all and
promoting mental health, community involvement, and
local food production.

Longniddry Bowling | £2,000.00 | To contribute towards the cost of lawn maintenance

Club equipment, allowing continued operation of the Club,
supporting participation in the sport of lawn bowls and
operating as a social hub for the local community.

The Destiny Project | £1,500.00 | To contribute towards costs of delivering the Young

SCIO Ambassadors Programme, supporting mental health and
wellbeing for young people aged 5 - 30 years.

Stronger Together £2,000.00 | To contribute to the cost of sensory toys, visual aids,

for Autism and and secure facilities for neurodivergent children's play

Neurodivergence events, thereby, enhancing support services, community

SCIO cohesion and social interaction.

Headway East £2,000.00 | Towards a programme of group activities and day trips

Lothian which will promote confidence and self-esteem for
people with an acquired brain injury.

Preston Lodge RFC £870.00 | To contribute towards costs of the Mini Rugby Festival
2025, supporting children's participation in sport and
promoting respect, resilience, and teamwork.

Lothian Colts £2,000.00 | To contribute to pitch hire fees and the cost of new

Football Club football kits to allow the continued operation of LCFC to
the benefit of attendees’ well-being.

PSG Youth £2,000.00 | To contribute to the salary costs of three youth workers
to facilitate a programme of summer holiday activities
to provide an outlet for social interaction for the young
participants.

Pennypit Community | £2,000.00 | To contribute to the costs of PCDT delivering their

Development Trust ‘holiday hunger’ programme in a bid to combat food
poverty and social isolation.

Scottish Seabird £1,857.13 | To cover the costs of TSSC’s outdoor learning

programme to provide 120 primary school pupils with
an educational experience to increase knowledge and
build engagement.
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Organisation Amount el ST
Supported Awarded

Into Work £2,000.00 | To contribute to Into Work’s Employability + Programme
to support pupils with additional support needs, face
barriers to the benefit of their wellbeing and
employability.

Vision Mechanics £2,000.00 | To contribute to the costs of Vision Mechanics’ solar
stage project, in particular its 'Circus of Dreams' shows,
with the aim of bringing a cultural experience to
residents of the fund area with no financial constraints.

Cockenzie & Port £2,000.00 | To contribute to the costs of illuminating a living

Seton Christmas Christmas tree to improve the area’s environment to the

Lights benefit of residents and visitors alike.

Family Service Unit £1,994.00 | To contribute to a holiday activity programme, to

Scotland provide an outlet for social interaction to those at risk of
exclusion due to numerous barriers to participation.

Enjoy Leisure £1,785.00 | To cover the cost of the physical activity project to those
living with or at risk of developing long term health
conditions, to promote preventative health behaviours
with no barriers to participation, to the benefit of
attendees’ wellbeing.

Handicabs (Lothian) | £1,527.00 | To contribute to the cost of wheelchair clamps and

Ltd payment devices to ensure HLL’s transport services are
safe and accessible, allowing the continued provision of
a much-needed resource.

Lower Impact Living | £1,974.50 | To contribute to the cost of volunteer-led hedgerow

(Lil) cIC restoration, including coppicing, planting, fencing, and
training to enhance biodiversity, sequester carbon,
prevent soil loss, and foster community engagement
and climate resilience.

Prestonpans £2000.00 | To contribute to the cost of the installation of an

Community Centre outdoor gym and the benefits this will bring to the

Management wellbeing of numerous participants from the fund area

Committee of benefit.
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Annex Two — Press Coverage

Source Date Weblink
East Lothian 6™ April https://www.eastlothiancourier.com/news/2
Courier 5050226.cockenzie-port-seton-community-
choir-received-2-000-grant/
Build Scotland 21st https://www.buildscotland.co.uk/constructio
August n-news/322056/inch-cape-funding-boost-for-
scottish-youth-initiatives
East Lothian 12t https://www.eastlothiancourier.com/news/2
Courier November | 5599051.community-choir-mark-10-year-
anniversary-tree-planting/
Scottish 24t https://www.scottishconstructionnow.com/a
Construction November | rticles/inch-cape-offshore-wind-farm-
Now announces-third-year-of-construction-fund-
for-community
Build Scotland 24t https://www.buildscotland.co.uk/constructio
November | n-news/325022/inch-cape-offshore-wind-
farm-launches-third-year-of-45k-
construction-fund
East Lothian 29t https://www.eastlothiancourier.com/news/2
Courier November | 5647796.inch-cape-construction-fund-set-
continue-2026/
Build Scotland 11t https://www.buildscotland.co.uk/constructio
December | n-news/325553/inch-cape-awards-final-

2025-community-grants

Press coverage on the East Lothian Courier website (3 instances, as above) was also

replicated in print versions for all three.
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