
The offshore construction phase was kicked off with the 
announcement by Inch Cape’s equal joint owners ESB and Red 
Rock Renewables, of the project’s financial close. More than 
£3.5 billion of funding was raised after terms for the project 
financing were reached with lenders comprising 22 commercial 
banks. This was a major milestone for the project which has 
been in planning and development for almost 14 years.

From left: Red Rock Renewables CEO Xiaomeng Chen; Inch Cape Project Director John Hill and 
ESB Offshore Wind, Hydrogen and Storage Lead, Paul Lennon at the Inch Cape Edinburgh office.
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Photo above: Inch Cape’s first export cable comprises three 28 kilometre-long sections 
that were brought to Blyth in the UK on this 128 metre long barge.

Main photo : Geo Ranger survey vessel undertook geophysical surveys along the export cable 
corridor prior to the cable being laid. Photo with thanks to vessel captain Wouter van Beek.

Financial close marked 
start of new phase

New facility in Montrose Port to 
operate and maintain the wind 

farm once it is completed.
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Addressing skills shortages 
with Edinburgh College.

Read more on page 7

This newsletter features 
the latest news on the 
1080 megawatt Inch Cape 
Offshore Wind Farm which 
is now under construction.
For more on the flagship Scottish 
project visit www.inchcapewind.com
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Offshore construction kicks off

Inch Cape, located in the North Sea 15 kilometres (km)
off the Angus coast, and with an onshore substation at 
Cockenzie, East Lothian has a busy summer of offshore 
construction activity ahead. This newsletter aims to 
provide a snapshot of the project as it moves into 
offshore construction. 

In late summer, the first of two export cables that will 
bring the power from the wind farm to shore will be 
laid and the project’s offshore substation, comprising 
a topside and 68-metre tall jacket foundation, will be 
installed at the heart of the wind farm.

Prior to the cable lay, Inch Cape completed geophysical 
surveys to assess the cable corridor and remove any 
objects that could obstruct the installation. Thousands 
of boulders were identified to be moved and around 50 
unexploded ordnance have so far been found, including 
a 700 kilogramme German WWII mine in Gullane Bay 
just one mile from shore. The project is in the process 
of disposing of them using a low impact technique.

Construction Fund supports 
local groups. 

Read more on page 6



Inch Cape’s two export cables, which 
will bring the power from the offshore 
wind farm to shore, will come in at 
a landfall site adjacent to the under-
construction substation.

It is here that contractor Charles Brand 
has been hard at work removing and 
replacing a 35-metre section of seawall 
to enable the installation of ducts for the 
cables and provide long-term stability and 
a robust sea defence with an extended 
functional life.

The seawall will be rebuilt using precast 
sections and fronted with feature panels 
that match the look of the original 
seawall. The foreshore will also be restored 
to its original appearance using crushed 
rock and beach deposits as backfill.

The work has required temporary closure 
and diversion of the John Muir Way, 
which will be reopened in early 2026.

Landfall: where the cable comes to shore

Cockenzie 
substation 
takes 
shape 

Work started at the brownfield site of the former coal-
fired Cockenzie Power Station in mid-2023 with steady 
and solid progress ensuring the substation is on track for 
completion in 2026.

Contractor Siemens Energy is managing the construction 
along with subcontractors including UK civil engineering 
firms Careys and NG Bailey. More than 200 workers from 
the region have been involved with the construction work 
over the past two years. This year has seen the delivery of 
the two super grid transformers that form the core of the 
substation, along with other electrical equipment including 
shunt reactors, switchgear and cable. 

The substation features a combined building and control 
room as well as external electrical equipment that will be 
screened by specially-clad walls.

Aerial taken by Innovair (July 2025)

Left: Inch Cape’s two super grid transformers were driven 
from the Port of Leith across Edinburgh and through 
Cockenzie by an 80-metre long vehicle. With thanks to 
the residents for their patience as the convoy made its 
way through the local streets and required removals and 
replacement of street furniture and hedges.

2              CONSTRUCTION WORKS



Inch Cape will build a new facility in Montrose Port to 
operate and maintain the wind farm once it is completed.

The multi-million pound project has been designed by Montrose 
architect firm Adam & Gordon and will be constructed by Pert 
Bruce, with work due to begin on site this summer.

Inch Cape has worked to ensure firms near to the project’s 
onshore infrastructure in East Lothian have had the chance 
to support the project including just a few for example:

Innovair: which carries out weekly aerial monitoring of the 
Cockenzie site to review progress and has supplied the aerial 
photos on this page.

Hadfab: designer and fabricator of all the 220kV and 33kV 
structures to accommodate specific site parameters.

Macmac Cleaning Services and Miller Contract Cleaning: 
cleaning the site’s welfare facilities leading to the creation of 
new roles.

Likewise in Montrose, as well as the architects and construction 
services, local sub-contractors will be sought to support 
throughout the offshore construction. An event attended by 
150 suppliers was held at the Montrose Town Hall on 25 June, 
giving local suppliers the opportunity to meet Inch Cape’s key 
contractors, many who will be requiring goods and services.

If you work for a company that would like to be involved with 
Inch Cape please register at our Supply Chain Database: 
https://suppliers.inchcapewind.com/register/

To date the communications mast has been installed which is 
the first visible sign that there is work underway at the port.

In the meantime, Inch Cape’s offshore construction will also be 
run out of the port where both the marine coordination centre 
and offshore construction base have been established.

Involving Scottish suppliers

Montrose Port: Our construction hub 
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Offshore 
substation 
ready for
installation

4              CONSTRUCTION - OFFSHORE COMPONENTS

Deep water foundations push what’s possible
This picture and below: Fabrication of Inch Cape’s XXL 
monopiles including the first one completed

Inch Cape’s 72 wind turbine 
generators will be installed on 
a combination of monopile 
and jacket foundations, 
fixed to the seabed in water 
depths ranging from 34 
metres to 64 metres.

The mix of 18 jacket and 54 monopile foundations was selected due to site 
conditions, and the engineering design has pushed the depths that fixed-
bottom foundations can be deployed.

The longest monopile foundation will be 107 metres in length, with the 
tallest jacket foundation extending to 83 metres above the seabed.

The foundations, including transition pieces, are being fabricated at six yards 
in China and will be transported to a marshalling yard at Forth Ports’ Port of 
Leith from where they will be installed. The first shipment of foundations is 
due to arrive at the port in late 2025 with installation from early 2026.

At the heart of the wind farm will be the substation, 
which in Inch Cape’s case is a Siemens Energy 
Offshore Transformer Module (OTM®) with a 
68-metre jacket foundation – both fabricated at 
Smulders yard in Newcastle.

A multitude of UK suppliers were involved in the fabrication 
of both including Sarens UK for lifting, Eastgate Engineering 
for electrical pre-assembly and Clerkin Elevation for crane hire.
The two components have been completed and are ready to 
sail out for installation at the offshore site in a few weeks.

Below left: One of the two 545 megavolt amps (MVA) 
transformers being lifted onto the substation as part of 
its fabrication.



Inch Cape will be the first UK offshore wind farm to use Vestas 
state-of-the-art 15 megawatt (MW) turbines which, once 
operational, will generate almost 5 terawatt hours (TWh) of 
energy each year.

Each of the turbines will have 115 metre blades, a rotor diameter 
of 236 metres and a total height of 274 metres which is 24 
metres taller than Edinburgh’s landmark Arthur’s Seat.

The various elements that make up the turbines - including 
blades, towers and nacelles - will be manufactured at a number 
of facilities across Europe, with pre-installation to take place at 
Forth Ports’ Port of Dundee from 2026.

Below: A prototype of the Vestas V236-15.0 MW turbine at the 
Østerild National test centre in Denmark.

Inch Cape will feature two 220kV subsea export cables that 
will transmit power 85 kilometres from the offshore substation 
to landfall in Cockenzie, East Lothian. The three-phase export 
cables are amongst the largest export cables in the world. 

The first of two export cable has been fabricated and is now at 
the Port of Blyth awaiting installation by UK’s Enshore Subsea 
using its 86-metre CMOS Installer cable lay vessel and fleet 
of subsea trenchers. 

East Lothian residents and visitors will be able to see the vessel 
when it is laying the nearshore sections. It will be installed in three 
28 kilometre-long sections and will require offshore field joints.

Below: Inch Cape’s first export cable arrives at Port of Blyth.

Forth Ports £50 
million investment
Having secured the contract to deliver Inch 
Cape Offshore Wind Farm, Forth Ports 
announced it will invest £50 million in 
infrastructure at the Port of Leith.

The investment will be used to enhance the 
port’s marine access, infrastructure and vessel 
assets and includes plant and equipment that 
will be used to deliver Inch Cape, its largest 
ever offshore wind contract. It will also create 
up to 50 new and upskilled green energy jobs 
to support the project.
Left: The super grid transformers were brought through the 
Port of Leith before travelling to the Cockenzie substation.

Largest turbines to be deployed 
in the UK

First export cable arrives 
in Blyth

To date Inch Cape has utilised more than 315 UK suppliers, including 
at least 120 Scottish companies, and spent more than £700 million to 
get the project to this offshore construction phase.
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In 2024 the project launched the Inch Cape Construction 
Fund to financially support community projects within 
the Prestonpans and Cockenzie & Port Seton community 
council areas that aimed to tackle the effects of poverty 
and inequality, improve the environment or to encourage 
sustainability.

Applications are managed by Foundation Scotland, an 
independent grant-making charity, and in its first year, the 
Fund supported 29 different community groups, awarding 
£44,294 to facilitate 30 local initiatives.

Initiatives supported ranged from young people’s musical 
and outdoor endeavours, and funding community gala 
events, to facilitating recreational sessions for the elderly 
and enabling workshops or support activities for those from 
disadvantaged groups.

Now in its second year, the Fund is open for applications 
(up to £2,000) via the Inch Cape page on the Foundation 
Scotland website.

The organisations that have received funding so far in 2025 are:

6              IN THE COMMUNITY

Construction Fund for local community groups

ORGANISATION INITIATIVE AMOUNT

Cockenzie & Port Seton 
Community Choir

Supporting the year-long celebration of the Community 
Choir’s 10th anniversary. (See main picture)

£2,000

Longniddry Bowling Club Contributing towards the cost of maintenance equipment 
for the lawn, to ensure the club’s sustainability and role as a 
community social hub.

£2,000

Prestonpans Community 
Council

Funding a community garden in Cuthill Park, Prestonpans 
which will provide a serene and nurturing place for the 
community.

£2,000

Team East Lothian AC Contribution towards a bespoke storage container for frame-
running equipment.

£2,000

The Destiny Project SCIO Contributing towards the cost of delivering the Young 
Ambassadors Programme to support mental health for young 
people aged between five and 30.

£1,500

Preston Lodge RFC Mini 
Rugby Festival 2025

Fully covering the costs of post-match catering for the 400 
participants and 100 volunteers.

£870

Headway East Lothian Funding towards a programme of group activities and day trips 
which will promote confidence and self-esteem for people with 
an acquired brain injury.

£2,000

Stronger Together for 
Autism and Neurodivergence 
SCIO

Contribution to the cost of sensory toys, visual aids, and secure 
facilities for neurodivergent children’s play events, thereby, 
enhancing support services, community cohesion and social 
interaction.

£2,000

PSG Youth Contribution to the salary costs of three youth workers who 
will facilitate a programme of summer holiday activities 
which provide an outlet for social interaction for the young 
participants.

£2,000

Lothian Colts Football Club Contribution to pitch hire fees allowing continued operation 
of the club and to the cost of new football kits ensuring 
inclusivity of players from all socio-economic backgrounds.

£2,000
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Addressing skills 
shortages with 
Edinburgh College
Inch Cape continues to work closely with Edinburgh 
College as part of an ongoing STEM education 
partnership supporting the development of future 
offshore wind workers.
The project has supplied two virtual welding kits 
which were match-funded by the college which has 
now significantly enhanced its welding facilities, 
enabling the development of hands-on skills in an 
efficient and sustainable way.
The virtual welders are part of wider engagement 
which has also enabled the delivery of a Level 5 
Offshore Wind Renewable Energy Unit comprising 
STEM theory and simulations so students can 
explore different ways of securing turbines to the 
seabed. By bringing in robotics experts from the 
Heriot-Watt National Robotarium, this initiative 
is helping pave the way for the creation of new 
robotics provision at the College.
Work is also ongoing on the creation of an 
interactive immersive package for P7 and S1 
students who will be able to virtually plan and build 
an offshore wind farm.

For two years running Inch Cape, together with 
Siemens Energy, has brought Primary Engineer to local 
primary schools.

Students at Cockenzie and Longniddry Primary Schools 
were asked ‘what would you do if you were an engineer?’ 
as part of this national competition. Supported by 
classroom visits from our teams, the students came up 
with myriad innovative entries, including a number of 
winning ideas.

Below: Inch Cape’s Nicola Joyce with Cockenzie Primary 
students showing off their Primary Engineer entries.

The ongoing work at the substation is visible from the Preston Lodge 
High School classroom windows, so with this in mind, the S1 home room 
teachers challenged their 190 students to come up with ideas of how 
they would regenerate the seafront.

Supported by the Inch Cape team through assemblies, classroom 
sessions and judging, the term-long project resulted in huge variety of 
inventive ideas including bike tracks, art walls, exercise areas, nature 
walks, cafés and ‘iconic’ buildings, all while raising awareness of the 
work at the old power station site.

Below: Pupils from Preston Lodge High School.

Encouraging future engineers Ideas to regenerate the seafront
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Inch Cape has been a founding 
partner in the inaugural ORE 
Catapult Launch Academy Scotland 
which gave ten Scottish companies 
the chance to take part in a seven-
month long programme to develop 
their offshore wind innovations. 

The companies benefitted from guidance provided by professionals covering such 
modules as intellectual property, financing and law, helping them to improve the 
skillsets, tools, and knowledge needed to succeed in the offshore renewables industry.

Selected from a strong field of more than 40 applicants, the ten innovative companies 
making up the first cohort were: Subworx; Smarter Subsea (Handling); Revive 
Geosciences; Kraken Robotics; Innovair; Frontier Robotics; FENNEX; Fathom Group; 
AJT Engineering, and Airspection.

Contractor Community Support 
Inch Cape’s main site contractors 
Siemens Energy and Charles Brand 
have run their own community support 
activities to compliment the Inch Cape 
Construction Fund.

For Siemens Energy this has included 
providing and planting trees in Port 
Seton; donating to the Port Seton 
Community Centre; funding non-
pharmaceutical treatments for people 

with mental health issues; and working 
with the Pennypit Development Trust. 
Charles Brand has provided ongoing 
support to the East Lothian Foodbank 
as well as to  East Lothian Council Kids 
Easter and Summer Holiday Clubs, 
funding all the catering.

Both organisations are keen to support 
the communities they are working in as a 
way of giving back locally.

Inch Cape has launched a new website for its offshore 
construction phase at www.inchcapewind.com. The site will 
include all the latest news, photos and updates on the project 
as well as information for mariners, consents-related documents 
and job vacancies.

Owners
Inch Cape is owned in an equal joint venture 
partnership by Edinburgh-based Red Rock 
Renewables and Ireland’s ESB. 

Inch Cape comprises secondees from each owner 
company as well as specialist contractors, with a 
total of 140 full-time team members.

Further information
For more about Inch Cape you can visit the 
website www.inchcapewind.com or follow us 
on Linkedin (@Inch Cape Offshore Limited) or 
Instagram (@inchcapewind).

New supplier announcement 
Inch Cape has awarded a contract to 
UK energy solutions business OEG for 
offshore construction services, with more 
than 100 of their personnel set to deliver 
the work, including six new appointees.

The services will be delivered from 
the company’s new flagship office in 
Edinburgh, which is equipped with 
state-of-the-art technology for 24/7 
monitoring operations.

New website for construction

NEWS IN BRIEF . . .

Supporting Scottish innovators

www.GliddenDesign.com


